DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

given birth to a daughter, and the baby's Aunt
Beatrice, now aged three, was much fussed by her
new responsibilities. If she was asked by her Papa
or Mamma to do something for them, she said : " I
have no time. I must write letters to my niece."

Neither the Qjieen nor the Prince Consort had
yet seen their first grandson, Prince William of
Prussia, who was now eighteen months old, and the
Prince Consort, writing in reply to his daughter's
birthday letter to him in August, and thanking her
for her gift of some chandeliers made of the horns of
stags, made an odd allusion to this. He playfully
mentioned her " tableau vivant" meaning her and
her two children, and continued : "I console myself,
however, with the hope of seeing your first work
before long, and although you have always something
to object to in it, yet it is to me a source of great
delight."1 It seems reasonable to infer that the
Princess hoped that treatment might still restore her
son's powerless arm, and, till then, shrank from her
parents seeing him. But William could not remain
for ever shrouded from them, and the Queen and her
husband arranged to pay a visit to Albert's beloved
Coburg in September to see their grandson for the
first time. Prince and Princess Frederick and their
son with his English nurse, Mrs. Hobbs, went to
meet them there.

There came bad news to them on the journey.
The Dowager Duchess of Coburg, Prince Albert's
step-mother, was very ill, and his brother telegraphed
asking them to put off their arrival. But one of

* Ibid., V, p. 177.
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